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worshipped Devi (Siva's wife), but wishful to become a
worshipper of Vishnu, he placed himself under Rama-
nand's instruction at Benares. Coming at an inoppor-
tune moment, the sage angrily wished that his visitor
might fall into a well close by. Pipa immediately threw
himself into it, that his teacher's wish might be fulfilled.
This act of submission so pleased the onlookers that
they at once gave him the title of Raja. On a visit to
Dwaraka with his master, he plunged into the sea and
paid a visit to Vishnu in his submarine shrine, where he
was hospitably received. On a journey his wife was
carried off by some Pathans, but Rama appearing,
rescued her and slew the robbers. On another occasion,
meeting an angry lion in the forest, he placed his rosary
on its neck, and whispering the mantra of the sect (Sri
Rama), made him tranquil in a moment.

3. Kabir Panthis.

Of all Ramanand's disciples, Kabir is the most cele-
brated. With immense boldness he attacked the whole
system of idolatrous worship, ridiculed the learning of
the Pundits and the teaching of the Sastras, and, what
is even more remarkable, addressed his remarks to
Mussulmans as well as Hindus, making the Koran
equally with the Hindu Scriptures an object of ridicule.
It is said that the writings of this man more than any
others influenced Nanak, the founder of the Sikh faith.

There are two legends connected with his birth. It
is said in the Bhakta Mala that his mother, a Brahman
virgin widow, was taken by her father to see his guru
Ramanand, when the great teacher saluted her with the
wish that she might have a son. His words could not
be recalled; but as tke advent of a son could only be
a source of shame, she was privately delivered of her
child, which was exposed at its birth, and being found